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post, " would have much wondered if he had made a fellow young
as I am private secretary"; he was "very sorry still to be
dependent" on his father, but promised his mother to be as
"moderate" as he could.

During a year or more as one of the governor's secretaries in
Natal, he "copied despatches, received guests," and learned much
about buck-hunting and natives. In May, 1876, a powerful Kaffir
chief organised a war-dance in honour of the governor's visit to
his kraal, and Haggard was moved to write a description of the
"splendidly barbaric sight", which he sent to the Gentleman's
Magazine. He followed this with other contributions, but begged
his mother not to "say anything to anybody about my having
written things in magazines," possibly fearing that the practice
might be frowned upon by his superiors and the subject of jokes
among his colleagues.

Those of his superiors who most impressed him were Sir
William Butler, afterwards commander of the forces in South
Africa and a copious writer on African history, who married
Alice Meynell's sister, the painter Elizabeth Thompson, and Sir
Theophilus Shepstone. Between Shepstone and Rider Haggard
grew an enduring friendship, based on mutual respect and
affection, rare in men of different generations, for Shepstone was
over fifty years of age. In Haggard the affection began with hero-
worship, which Shepstone's character was well calculated to
inspire. The son of a missionary, he went out to South Africa
at the age of three, and learning to speak many Kaffir dialects
like a native, he received an official appointment as government
interpreter at the age of eighteen. For twenty years from 1856
to 1876, when he was knighted, he held the post of Secretary for
Native Affairs in Natal. "He was a curious, silent man, who had
acquired many of the characteristics of the natives amongst whom
he lived," he had an "impressive face," and "he observed every-
thing and forgot little." Such a romantic figure was bound to
appeal to the creator of Allan Quatermain, to whom Shepstone
told stories of his African experiences which "would fill half a
volume."

When, at the end of 1876, Shepstone was appointed Special
Commissioner to the Transvaal, he took Haggard as a member